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I want to take a moment to extend my thanks to all chapter members for allowing me to serve 
as chapter President these past two years.  These have been two special years for me and for 
our chapter.  The year 2015 was the 25th Anniversary of the SML chapter and that made for a 
very special year for us all.  Then, this year, 2016, was marked by another special event with 
the celebration of the 50th Anniversary of SML. 

As we enter 2017, I look forward to working with 
and supporting all future officers and directors of 
our chapter and I know you will give them the same 
strong support you gave me.  That will obviously 
help to assure our chapter’s success in the years to 
come. 
Our current officers and directors have been great to 
work with.  The diversity of ideas is really some-
thing of which to be a part.   However, it is you, our 
chapter members with the glue of your enthusiasm 

that makes our chapter a success. Whether you live 
near to or far from the lake, members give freely to 
fill whatever gaps we have in our programs and ac-
tivities.  I suppose much of this is attributable to our 
common love and nostalgia for our antique and 
classic boats. 
You are indeed special people and I extend many 
thanks to you all for your support.  I want to give a 
special “Thank You” to Marlyn for your help and 
support over these two years. 
 

George Curnow,  President 
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. 2016  SML Boat Show Recap 
 

Well, our September boat show was a week earlier than in other years because of a previously 
booked event at Mariners, but for 2017, we'll be back on schedule as we've locked in the third 
Saturday, Sept. 16th. 
Some of you may not have known, but this year's event was the biggest show the club has ever 
hosted with 63 boats registered.  That's not the norm for most chapter shows as a lot of the 
clubs have seen decreasing numbers each year.   I suppose there are a litany of reasons for that, 
but our club should be proud of the fact that we're known throughout the region as being one 
of the most friendly sites that any of the boaters have visited.   
 
Not only that, but we've got a great venue with secure docking, great lodging and dinner op-
tions, plus a lake that boasts 500 miles of shoreline to discover.  
Many of our entries have returned from previous years because they've had such a great time.  
That's not always the case when you venture to new sites.   
 
The only complaint that was heard is that some of the owners were not by their boats at the 
dock to answer questions.  That's not usually a problem but the sun was definitely out in full 
force this year.  One thing I've attempted to do each year as your boat show chairman is to beat 
the bushes for new boats to display each year.  Not that our local boats aren't great, they are, 
but to keep the show fresh and entertaining, we have to strive to get those different and exict-
ing boats coming every year.   I'm currently in the process of trying to get a block of marque 
boats for our '17 show so stay tuned.   The docks should be humming with even more boats 
than in the past.  I've already warned Carol Clement, our registrar, that she may be busier than 
ever.   
 
Everyone in the club does an excellent job of promoting our "Jewel of the Blue Ridge" and the 
word is definitely getting out.  Thanks again to all our sponsors, members, and to those of you 
that take the time to travel many miles to make our 
show one of the best in the nation.  
 



Smith Mountain Lake  Chapter   Special Edition                                                   
Antique & Classic Boat Society   December, 2016 

O
ne of Root’s 

O
ne of Root’s 

O
ne of Root’s 

Canoe’s

Canoe’s

Canoe’s   



Smith Mountain Lake  Chapter   Special Edition                                                   
Antique & Classic Boat Society   December, 2016 

  
MISS MISS   

  
AMERICA AMERICA   
  

IXIX  



Smith Mountain Lake  Chapter   Special Edition  
Antique & Classic Boat Society   December, 2016 

HELPFUL HINTS & INFO YOU MAY NEVER NEED, 
  

 
BUT, if you do. . (submitted by Alan Frederick) 

 
On the subject of engine oil, Hot Rod mag. says: "Engine oil should be at least 220 deg. F., 
which is the optimum temperature to burn off all deposits and water vapor.  Racers want hot 
oil/cool water temps for more power.  Conventional oils will tolerate oil sump temps up to 250 
deg. F. but breaks down over 275 deg. F.  Full synthetic and high end racing oils will withstand 
sump oil temps in excess of 300 deg. F.  General rule of thumb - oil temps should be about 10-
15 deg. F. above water temps."(Because our marine engines are usually controlled with 140-
160 deg. F. thermostats (if at all), the sump oil temps will not normally exceed 180 deg.)  
 
From a May, 1948 The Rudder mag. advertisement, "How To Remove Gum Deposit From A 
Gasoline Tank" - When the gum content in the tank is not very severe, it may be eliminated 
with the addition of approx. 5% of Acetone to the quantity of gasoline that is in the tank.  This 
mixture should be allowed to remain the tank about 24 hrs.  When this is then burned with the 
fuel it will tend to clean the carburetor, valves, fuel pumps, etc.   
Since this was a Gulf ad, they stated there was "No need for regular Gulf Marine White Gaso-
line users to read this page.  Gulf never forms a gummy residue - even when stored in copper 
tanks for years!" 
 
Check out this one from an Allen Course Of Modern Engine Tune-Up supplied to Hall Scott 
Engine Technicians, circa 1940 - "A piston does not travel as far up the cylinder on the lower 
quarter turn of the crankshaft, as it does on the upper quarter turn.  For instance, in an engine 
with a five inch stroke, the piston travels a distance of 2 inches on the lower quarter turn of the 
crankshaft and 3 inches on the upper quarter turn."  

A 6 cylinder boat engine traveling @ 1800 rpm, 
160 deg. water temp., the flame of a compressed 
burning gas mixture reaches a temp. of 4000 
deg. F. and this temperature occurs 200 times a 
second.  Exhaust valves reach a temp. of  1600 
deg. F. under load and that temp must be dissi-
pated with the cooling system by the valve 
touching it's seat which contact is about .010 of 
a second.  The distributor points remain closed 
only .002 of a second and the piston rings and 
valves must seal the cylinder against a combus-
tion pressure of 500 PSI.  (Note: The Hall Scott 
Invader had only 4.9:1 compression ratio) 
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   The CLEAN-UP CREW 



President              George Curnow 
 540-488-2536 
Email:  gacurnow@gmail.com 
 
NL Editor:          Marlyn Curnow  
 540-488-2617 
Email:   
     marlynquilts2@gmail.com 
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